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Foreword

The National Marine Museum of Biology and Aquarium
(NMMBA) officially opened the exhibition “Waters
Of The World” to the public in April 28, 2006. Driven
by BOT, this exhibition features four themes: Ancient
Ocean, Kelp Forest, Deep Sea, and Polar Seas.
This collection of illustrations is a comprehensive
representation of the essence of "Waters of the
World" - both the spatial and temporal wonders,
from the shallow reefs to the fathomless deep, retracing
to five hundred million years ago. Browsing through
these rich and vivid pictures will allow you to relive
the “Waters of the World” experience and gain
a deeper appreciation and understanding of the
exhibition. We hope you will enjoy this special booklet.
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I the%eglnmng ofthe Paleozmc 530 million years
#dg0, many ereatures of variousinew types and
different life"styles appeared in'the warm shalltmI i
seas. These ancesfors of many animal specles' /
alive today. began to atfack each other, for[nmg
compltcaled ecological food webs.
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The Age of Fishes
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Fishes began appearing in the early Ordovician
Period. Evolving from jawless lo jawed fishes, they
became beller adapled to attack their prey. With
Ihe evolution of swim bladders and fins, they were
able to increase their mobility, be more compelitive,
and became the dominant vertebrate species in the
Devonian Period.
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The ‘marine repliles evolved such features as giant
streamlined body shapes, huge mouths, sharp teeth,
elc., especially adapted to marine environments. They
also developed various new swimming styles and
became successful predators. Being ovoviviparous,

they had no need to return to land to lay eggs, and
became the marine tyrants of the Mesozoic Era.
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